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RESEARCH SUMMARY 
 
Land security is a fundamental human right. With 
increasing numbers of forced evictions occurring 
across the Kingdom of Cambodia, access to 
accurate information about land rights is essential to 
ensuring the well being of evicted families. Those 
who experience evictions should also have access to 
relief services as stated in land legislation. This is 
especially pertinent to women, who often face 
additional gendered barriers regarding land 
ownership and rely on land security as a means of 
security for their households. 
 
The 2001 Cambodian Land Law states that all 
approved land concessions must follow a pre-
determined set of protocols in order to be 
considered valid and legal. These stipulations 
include that land concessions can only take place on 
state private land. The legislation also states that 
concession sites must also undergo development 
within twelve months of the contract and that 
evictees must be given notice prior to the event. The 
Land Law sub-decree also explains that lawful 
landowners cannot be evicted in the process. 

 
However, forceful evictions continue to occur 
without adherence to these guidelines. This allows 
for development companies to build on land that 
was obtained illegally.  Research on the impacts of 
evictions has been growing since increased 
monitoring began in 1996, but little is still 
understood about the severity of psychosocial and 
economic hardships suffered during the eviction 
process, particularly in regards to women. As the 
primary caretakers of the household, women are 
facing the brunt of the escalating number of land 
concessions. 

 
This policy brief provides information gathered 
from a research study conducted by Strey Khmer 
Organization on the psychosocial impacts of land 
evictions on women. The purpose of this study was 

to gain a holistic understanding of the implications 
of land evictions on women in Cambodia as well as 
their ability to access support services throughout 
the eviction process. Responsibilities for securing 
food and shelter for their family leave women more 
vulnerable to the effects of evictions.  
 
The data was collected through a series of one to 
one qualitative interviews with 40 women from 4 
provinces and 4 focus groups (1 focus group per 
province consisting of 10 women).  The study was 
conducted between October 2012 and December 
2012. 
 
KEY FINDINGS 
 
• More than 85% of respondents reported 

difficulties accessing basic services following 
the evictions.  
 

• All of the respondents discussed experiencing 
signs of psychological distress.  All women 
reported constant sadness. Over 95% of the 
women reported difficulty sleeping, 
concentrating and remembering, and having 
less energy as a result of the land evictions.  

 
• None of the respondents received any form of 

counseling or therapy services prior to, during, 
or following the evictions. 

 
• All of the respondents experienced or witnessed 

a traumatic event and 85% of the women 
continue to worry about the safety of their 
families. Over 80% of the respondents had 
attended protests while 73% of women had 
been roughly handled by police or security 
forces.  

 
IMPLICATIONS 

Government and authorities should implement 
stricter enforcement of existing legislature in 
order to ensure that evictions adhere to the 
Cambodian law on land. 



 
85% of respondents experienced difficulty in 
accessing services following the eviction. This 
included difficulties accessing schools, 
employment, health and legal services. 
Legislation surrounding land rights should be firmly 
upheld by the Government to ensure that all land 
concessions are carried out according to the 2001 
Land Law. Additionally, strict monitoring systems 
should be implemented to ensure that laws and 
contracts are not being abused. Authorities should 
also work to ensure that services and resources, 
including access to information regarding eviction 
processes, are openly available to the public. 
 
In the case that a contract is violated by failure to 
adhere to existing legislature, authorities should 
guarantee adequate compensation is provided to the 
families who were wrongfully evicted. 
 
The government should also work towards 
providing access to information surrounding land 
ownership, economic land concession practices, in 
addition to offering assistance in obtaining land 
titles.  
 
When evictions do occur, the government and aid 
organizations should work to ensure that adequate 
support services are easily accessible for people 
affected by the eviction. 
 
A general lack of services, inclusive of psychiatric 
services was made apparent in the study.  Several 
psychological impacts were identified. However 
none of the respondents were provided with 
counseling or therapy. More resources are needed to 
help women and their families who experience 
eviction to cope with the trauma and work towards 
returning to a sense of normalcy. This includes 
ensuring that relocation sites are not only provided 
but also located in areas that are accessible. 
 
Additional research on the mental health 
implications of forced evictions should be 
conducted. From this research services should be 

generated to address the psychological needs of 
women who undergo eviction. 
 
Symptoms of psychological disorders identified by 
respondents, included: anger, sadness, difficulty 
concentrating, and difficulty sleeping. All of the 
respondents reported some signs of psychological 
stress initiated during the eviction process.  
 
In depth psychiatric research needs to be conducted 
to better understand the mental health needs of 
Cambodians, especially those facing evictions, and 
services should be designed to respond to these 
needs. These services should also be made easily 
accessible to the public. 
 
The right for freedom to peacefully demonstrate 
should be upheld. Peaceful protestors should not 
have to fear repercussions from authority figures 
for participating in such events. 
 
Most of the respondents reported fear of authorities 
and state violence as a result of protest experiences. 
All of the women who attended protests had 
experienced or witnessed a traumatic event. Despite 
this fact, the respondents who had participated in 
protests felt that their participation in the protests 
helped them to cope with their loss. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Without enforcing existing policies regarding land 
evictions, Cambodian citizens will continue to face 
rights violations when they are forcefully expelled 
from their land. Government authorities, policy 
makers, and investment companies need to be 
accountable to ensure that economic land 
concessions only occur in accordance with legal 
standards, and that accurate support services are 
available for people who experience evictions. 
Transparency is essential in this process, especially 
in regards to documenting concerns regarding the 
eviction process. Until the existing legislature is 
upheld there is little chance for the hundreds of 
thousands of Cambodians who face, or have already 
faced, evictions to find justice. 
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