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RESEARCH SUMMARY 
 
The situation of land grabs in Cambodia 
continues to grow in severity with local 
advocacy organizations estimating over a 
quarter of a million Cambodians having 
already faced eviction, and 150,000 more at 
risk of losing their land. Affected persons 
continue to experience a range of economic 
and psychological impacts as a result. 
  
As the primary caretakers of the household, 
women are facing the brunt of the 
repercussions surrounding this escalating 
number of land concessions.  
 
The main objective of this report is to gain a 
holistic understanding of the impacts of land 
evictions on women by examining their 
economic, psychological, and emotional 
wellbeing as a result of the eviction process.  
 
For this study, the researchers collected 
original data through a series of one to one 
qualitative, semi-structured interviews with 
40 women from four provinces (Phnom 
Penh, Kampong Speu, Battambang, 
Kampong Thom) and 4 focus groups (one 
focus group per province consisting of ten 
women).  Sampling for the current study 
was done using a mixture of convenience 

sampling based on previous relationships 
and snowball sampling based on Strey 
Khmer Organization’s (SKO) extensive 
network of grassroots organizations. The 
interviews were conducted between October 
2012 and December 2012. 
 
Through these methods, we investigated the 
following issues:  

1. The holistic impacts of land evictions on 
women through examination of the 
economic, psychological, and emotional 
impacts of land evictions and land grabs 
on women in four provinces in Cambodia  

2. Services available to affected women 
from government, NGOs, and within 
communities. 

3. Policy awareness and NGO support 
mechanism(s) for support services 
required by women affected by land 
evictions 

 
MAJOR FINDINGS 
 
Economic Impacts 
 
Overall: Women from all the provinces 
experienced worsening standards of living as 
a result of the land evictions. While most of 
the women reported they were poor prior to 
the evictions, they were still able to generate 
enough income to cover the basic costs of 
running a household. After the land loss, the 
women were unable to save their income. 
This was especially difficult for women in 
rural areas, as limited work is available 
during the periods of time between harvests.  
 
Protest Participation: By choosing to 
protest against the land evictions, the women 
compromised time they could have used 
towards looking for work and generating an 
income. The women also borrowed money, 
or spent their own savings to pay for 
transportation to and from protest sites. 
Some received compensation from NGOs to 
cover extra expenses incurred from 



participating in protest activities. However 
participation in the protests did not result in 
achieving compensation for their land loss. 
 
Psychological Impacts 
 
Traumatic Experiences: While all the 
women valued protest activities, it was 
evident they also connected stress and 
hardships to the way they were treated after 
the eviction, not only to the eviction itself. 
We found that a major determinant to a 
woman’s psychological and emotional 
health was their exposure to protest 
activities. Respondents who had participated 
in protests, had a higher self-reported 
frequency of recurrent distressing thoughts, 
distressing dreams, and worry compared to 
the women who had not participated. 
 
Symptoms of Psychological Disorders: 
Regardless of demographics, stage in the 
eviction process and the type of land lost 
(residential, farm, forest) there were several 
mental health symptoms that were reported 
across the provinces. Since the event of the 
land loss, every woman interviewed stated 
that they experienced constant sadness, and 
increased levels of worry, more difficulty 
sleeping throughout the night, difficulties 
concentrating and remembering as well as 
less energy during the day.  
 
Feelings of extreme anger in addition to 
frequent emotional outbursts were common 
experienced by interviewees. Many were 
unable to take out their anger on those 
responsible for the land loss, and often 
redirected anger towards members of their 
family, especially children.  
 
Support Services 
Overall: All of the respondents reported 
receiving some form of legal, financial or in-
kind support from local NGOs, advocacy 
groups or government authorities in varying 
capacities. 

 
In terms of informal support, approximately 
a quarter of the women visited pagodas, 
chanted, meditated and used religion as a 
form of emotional support. Others visited 
with friends and family members to discuss 
the problems they faced as a result of the 
land loss.  
 
No forms of psychological or emotional 
support were provided to the women. 
Despite their traumatic experiences, none of 
the women were able to name any forms of 
counseling or therapeutic support services 
available to their communities. While we 
found that some services do exist, the lack of 
knowledge around mental health issues 
makes them essentially inaccessible to 
women.  
 
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Based on the findings of this study the 
following recommendations have been 
generated: 
 
1) Existing legislature regarding land and 
eviction processes should be upheld and all 
land concessions should be monitored 
according to these statutes 
2) In-depth psychiatric evaluation of 
eviction victims should be conducted to 
better understand the severity of their 
trauma, from which appropriate responsive 
services and counseling should be designed 
3) The Government should promote 
transparency in the eviction process to 
ensure that citizens are aware of their rights 
and are receiving appropriate services. 
 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

For more information about the study and the Strey 
Khmer Organization please visit us online at 

www.streykhmer.org or contact SKO's Director, Ms. 
Arun Reaksmey at strey.khmer@gmail.com or at 

012952208 


